Abdominal wound sepsis associated with gynaecological surgery at King Edward VIII Hospital, Durban.
To establish the prevalence of postoperative wound infection in major gynaecological surgery. King Edward VIII Hospital (KEH), a large urban referral hospital for the province of KwaZulu-Natal, serving an underprivileged population. A prospective study of postoperative wound sepsis in 270 patients who had had emergency and elective laparotomies. Data for each patient were obtained pre-operatively and during the postoperative period. The prevalence of surgical wound sepsis was 11.9%. The wound sepsis rate in emergency, elective and semi-elective cases was 14.6%, 6.5% and 4% respectively. Twenty-three per cent of the patients were HIV-infected, and this group had a wound sepsis rate of 28.6% compared with 6.8% in HIV-negative cases (P = 0.03). Surgical wound sepsis in major gynaecological surgery is common at KEH. HIV infection is associated with a high rate of wound sepsis.